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CDFAI is an independent research institute 
dedicated to being a catalyst for innovative 
Canadian global engagement. 
 
 
The Institute has a vision of Canada as a 
respected, influential voice in the 
international arena based on a 
comprehensive foreign policy that expresses 
our national interests, political and social 
values, military capabilities, economic 
strength and willingness to be engaged in 
action that is timely and credible. 
 
 

 
 
By bringing together some of Canada’s 
foremost thinkers, CDFAI pursues new ideas 
in the field of politics, social sciences, and 
the military to ensure a more globally 
engaged Canada.  
 

Through a combination of programs CDFAI 
educates Canadians across the country. 
 
 

 
Programs: 
 

International area studies are researched 
and written to guide businesses in managing 
risk. 
 

CDFAI research polls regularly take the 
pulse of Canadians on critical national and 
international events. 
 

Research papers provide in-depth analyses 
of topical issues in international relations. 
 

The CDFAI Annual Conference brings key 
policy makers, university partners, and 
business leaders together in Ottawa to 
recommend future Canadian policy. 
 

The Quarterly Dispatch, distributed to over 
1500 influential Canadians, provides critical 
insight on both national and international 
issues. 
 

Fellows are available to speak to businesses 
and conferences on Canada’s role in an 
increasingly complex world. 
 

Each month CDFAI provides a column on 
provocative issues to national print and 
electronic media to challenge public thinking.  
 

Military Journalism Courses run in 
partnership with the University of Calgary 
and Université de Montréal to educate 
journalists on the Canadian Forces. 
 

The Ross Munro Media Award,  
co-sponsored with the Conference of 
Defence Associations, is presented to the 
journalist who has made the most significant 
contribution to Canadians’ understanding 
and recognition of our military. 
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The People of CDFAI 

A Board of Directors and a National Advisory 
Council direct the activities of the institute. 
CDFAI also has 35 Fellows from across Canada. 
 
Our Senior Research Fellows include: 
 

Dr. David Bercuson, Program Director of 
CDFAI, and one of Canada’s leading military 
historians. 
 

Mr. Derek Burney, former Canadian 
Ambassador to Washington and Senior Strategic 
Advisor to Ogilvy Renault LLP. 
 

Dr. J.L. Granatstein, noted Canadian historian 
and defence and foreign policy expert. 
 
Dr. Frank Harvey,  Professor of Political 
Science and International Relations at Dalhousie 
University. 
 

Mr. David Pratt, former Minister of National 
Defence. 
 

Mr. Colin Robertson,  Distinguished Senior 
Fellow at the Norman Patterson School of 
International Affairs at Carleton University. 
 

Sen Hugh Segal, Senator for Kingston-
Frontenac-Leeds. 
 

Dr. Elinor Sloan, a former DND defence analyst 
and Professor of International Relations at 
Carleton University. 
 

Dr. Gordon Smith, former deputy minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Director of the Centre of Global 
Studies and Adjunct Professor of Political 
Science at the University of Victoria. 
 

Dr. Denis Stairs, Professor Emeritus in Political 
Science at the Centre for Foreign Policy Studies 
at Dalhousie University. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Testimonials 

“Once again [CDFAI] has issued a 
knowledgeable and useful publication that 
Members of Parliament, Cabinet Ministers 
and defence staff can all gain great benefit 
from reading.”  
Peter MacKay, Minister of  National Defence, on  
CFIS: A Foreign Intelligence Service for Canada 

 

“Year after year, [CDFAI]  
produces provocative analysis 
of the big issues and addresses 
the hard questions. It is honest, 
imaginative and unconstrained 
by political correctness. I am 
impressed by its range and 
depth, and grateful for its  

singular contribution to the national 
conversation.” 
Andrew Cohen, Author of The Unfinished Canada: The 
People We Are 
 

“Through its work, CDFAI provides a premier 
forum for informed discussion about 
Canada©s international engagement. By 
developing authoritative research, educating 
and reaching out to Canadians, CDFAI 
continues to influence positive change in our 
country©s foreign policy and enhances 
Canada©s role as a valued, respected and 
sought after partner around the world.” 
D’Arcy Levesque, Enbridge 
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Contact CDFAI 
 
For general inquires: 
 
P: (403) 231-7624 
OR 
P: (403) 231-7698 
Email: contact@cdfai.org 
 
Mailing Address: 
 
Canadian Defence & Foreign Affairs Institute 
P.O. Box 2204 Station “M” 
Calgary, AB  T2P 2M4 
 
 
Support CDFAI 
CDFAI requires the support of individuals, 
foundations and corporations to advance its 
research, education and outreach activities. 
 
 

Charitable Registration No: 
87982 7913 RR0001 

 
 

Donor Privacy - We are committed to 
protecting the privacy of your personal 
information. 
 

* Several photos taken from the Department of National 
Defence: Combat Camera (www.combatcamera.forces.gc.ca) 
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