
© 2010 Copyright The Canadian Defence & Foreign Affairs Institute

Canadian Defence and Foreign Affairs Institute � �

The Future of the Canadian Military 
after Afghanistan

March 2010



• The survey was commissioned by the CDFAI (www.cdfai.org). The Canadian Defence & 
Foreign Affairs Institute is a charitable, independent, non-partisan, research institute with an 
emphasis on Canadian Foreign Policy, Defence Policy and International Aid.  The CDFAI 
provides Canadians with factual and comprehensive policy analysis to promote their 
understanding of Canada’s foreign affairs and aid policies and the state of our military
preparedness by developing and sponsoring authoritative research and education programs. 

• The survey was conducted by Innovative Research Group, Inc., a national research and 
strategy firm (www.innovativeresearch.ca).

• The first instance of this survey should be attributed as a “CDFAI survey conducted by the 
Innovative Research Group".  All subsequent attributions can use the shorter convention of: 
“CDFAI poll".

• The lead spokesperson for this CDFAI poll is Dr. Elinor Sloan . She is available for 
comments at 613-513-4560 or 613-520-2600 ext 2782 or esloan@ccs.carleton.ca .

• Greg Lyle, from INNOVATIVE, is also available to answer questions about methodology at 
416-642-6340.
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Methodology
• The online survey was conducted among current members of INNOVATIVE’s Canada 20/20 

panel from March 2nd to March 3rd, 2010.

• The Canada 20/20 Panel is recruited from a wide variety of sources to be representative of 
the known distribution of Canadians by age, gender, region and language.

• Each survey is administered to a series of randomly selected sub samples of the panel and 
weighted according to Census data to ensure that the sample is representative of the age, 
gender, region and language breakdown of the Canadian population to provide results that 
are intended to approximate a probability sample.

• Each panellist is provided with a unique URL in their invitation so that only invited panel 
members are able to complete any specific survey.  Each URL can only be used to complete 
one survey.

• The weighted total sample included 1,339 responses eligible for inclusion in our analysis.  
There were over samples in BC, Alberta and Ontario which bring the total sample of 2,066.  

• An unweighted probability sample of 1,339 would have an estimated margin of error of  ± 2,7 
percentage points, 19 times out of 20.  

• The margin of error will be larger within each sub-grouping of the sample



Canadians see extended role for military and 
few think we’re spending too much

• A majority of Canadians (57%) see both a military role and a humanitarian role for the Canadian 
military, whereas one in three (33%) believes the military should concentrate on its ability to 
deploy in humanitarian missions.  In contrast, only 4% of Canadians believe our military should 
concentrate on war-fighting abilities.

• Note that Quebeckers (43%) are much more likely than others to believe the military 
should concentrate on its humanitarian missions.

• When it comes to military spending in principle, few Canadians (17%) believe we spend too 
much on military.  One third said we spend too little (35%), and one third said we are spending 
the right amount (34%).

• Quebeckers are the least likely to believe we are spending too little on the military (17%), 
in contrast with Canadians in BC (43%) or Alberta (43%).
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They are split about cuts to reduce deficit, but most want 
to conserve military capabilities and won’t delay spending
• However, when military spending was contrasted to the current fiscal deficit, Canadians were 

split on using reductions in military spending to reduce the deficit 

• Two in five (41%) said we should reduce military spending once the Afghan deployment 
comes to an end to fight the deficit, while 48% preferred cutting spending in other services 
and areas to reduce the deficit

• Reducing military spending to fight the deficit was most popular among Quebeckers (52%) 
and least popular in the Atlantic (25%).

• When asked about military roles and spending on the CF, a majority of Canadians (58%) 
thought we should spend what the military needs to conserve its war-fighting capabilities, its 
humanitarian capabilities, and to keep defending the homeland.  

• Quebeckers were least likely to support this option (38%) and were the most likely to prefer 
cutting military spending altogether (35% vs. 22% among all Canadians).

• Few Canadians preferred spending only what was needed to keep defending the 
homeland, leaving other missions to other nations.

• Finally, when it comes to tangible spending on military equipment for the soldiers, Canadians 
either want to spend what’s needed now (46%) or stop sending soldiers into battle and avoid 
the need for new LAV-3s altogether (36%).

• Only one in ten preferred delaying the upgrade until the deficit was under control, even if 
this put more soldiers at risk
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Detailed results



Majority of Canadians see a military AND 
humanitarian role for the Canadian military…

4%

57%

33%

6%

The military should
concentrate on its

ability to deploy in war-
fighting missions all

over the world, just like
we did in Afghanistan

The military should be
able to do both war-

fighting and
humanitarian missions

equally well

The military should
concentrate on its
ability to deploy in

humanitarian missions,
just like we did in Haiti

Don't know

As you may know, the military is currently involved in three major operations: a war-fighting mission in 
Afghanistan, a major deployment in Vancouver to protect the Olympic Games, and a humanitarian mission 
in Haiti after the major quake.  When you think of the future of the Canadian military, which of the following 
statements best represents your own perspective?

Q

Those that responded 
‘Only humanitarian’

31%Atlantic

43%Quebec

29%Ontario 

25%Prairies 

32%Alberta 

34%BC

Region
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…and only 17% believe we spend too much 
on military

35% 34%

17%
14%

Spending too little Spending the right
amount

Spending too much Don’t know

When you think of the kind of military that Canada needs for the future, would you say we are spending 
[ROTATE] too little on the military, too much on the military [END ROTATE] or the right amount?

Q

Those that responded 
‘Spending too little’

33%Atlantic

17%Quebec

41%Ontario 

34%Prairies 

43%Alberta 

43%BC

Region
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However, Canadians are split on cutting military 
budget to fight deficit

41%

48%

11%

Once our military pulls out of
Afghanistan, we should reduce

our military spending to help
reduce our deficit

Once our military pulls out of
Afghanistan, we should

maintain our military spending
so that we are prepared for
emergencies like Haiti even if
this means cutting in other

services to reduce the deficit

Don’t know

The federal government is running a large budgetary deficit and has recently announced that it will need to cut spending to 
reduce its deficit.  

Some people say that as Canadian troops pull out of Afghanistan (no later than December 2011), the federal government 
could reduce its military spending to help reduce the deficit.  Others have argued that now is not the time to decrease military
spending, even if it means cutting other services to reduce the federal deficit.  When you think of military spending in the 
context of our deficit, which of the following statements best represent your own perspective?

Q

Those that responded 
‘reduce military spending 

to reduce deficit’

25%Atlantic

52%Quebec

38%Ontario 

36%Prairies 

37%Alberta 

40%BC

Region
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When asked to choose, majority want to spend 
what military needs to sustain all abilities 

10%

58%

22%
11%

We should only spend
what the military needs
to sustain its ability to

defend Canada.
Others can take up the

humanitarian
responsibilities and

fight terrorism abroad

We should spend what
the military needs to
sustain our ability to

fight terrorism in places
like Afghanistan,

support humanitarian
ventures like Haiti and

defend Canada's
homeland in places like

the north

We should cut military
spending to provide

more funds for
requirements like health

care, education and
First Nations

Don’t know

Thinking about both Canada’s financial circumstances and the demands we put on the military, which 
statement is closest to your own view? 

Q

Those that responded 
‘Spend what’s needed to 

fight terrorism, do 
humanitarian and defend 

homeland ’

67%Atlantic

38%Quebec

67%Ontario 

67%Prairies 

64%Alberta 

58%BC

Region
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On tangible spending, Canadians either want to 
spend now or stop sending soldiers into battle

46%

9%

36%

10%

We should spend $1
billion on military

vehicle upgrades now
so Canadian soldiers
are better protected if
we need to send them
into battle in the future

We should delay $1
billion on military

vehicle upgrades until
Canada’s deficit is

under control, even if it
means exposing

Canadian soldiers to
risk if we need to send
them into battle in the

future

We should stop
sending Canadian

soldiers into battle and
avoid the need to

spend $1 billion on
military vehicle

upgrades altogether

Don’t know

The war-fighting mission in Afghanistan has shown the need for our military to upgrade its equipment in order to protect the lives 
of its soldiers if it is going to continue with such missions in the future.  One proposal is to spend $1 billion dollars to upgrade the 
army’s light armoured vehicles (LAV-3s), and make them more robust against IEDs and suicide bombers. These upgraded 
vehicles would protect Canadian soldiers that are deployed in war-fighting missions, but would not be needed in humanitarian 
missions such as in Haiti.  

When it comes to upgrading the army’s combat vehicle, which statement is closest to your own view?

Q

Those that responded 
‘Spend it now ’

41%Atlantic

28%Quebec

54%Ontario 

53%Prairies 

54%Alberta 

48%BC

Region
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Vancouver

1055 West Hastings, 3rd Floor
Vancouver  BC | V6E 2E9

Toronto

350 Bay Street, 3rd Floor
Toronto  ON | M5H 2S6

Montréal

1010 Sherbrooke Street West, Suite 1800
Montréal  QC | H3A 2R7

Managing Director at INNOVATIVE
Direct: 416.642.6429
Email: glyle@innovativeresearch.ca

Greg is happy to help with questions about methodology

Greg Lyle

Innovative Research Group, Inc. | www.innovativeresearch.ca

Lead CDFAI Spokesperson

Direct: (613) 513-4560 or (613) 520-2600 x2782 
Email: esloan@ccs.carleton.ca 

Elinor Sloan is the lead spokesperson on the CDFAI poll

Dr. Elinor Sloan


